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Letter from the President

Happy New vear to all. Hope every-
one had happy and restful holidays.
Dur APA Holiday social proved to be
the success we had anticipated
There centainly was no lack of food,
desents or beverages. Thanks to all
who attended and provided the great
treats — and just as important —
the social atmosphere. Thanks 1o our
Hosts Brad and Linda Harmes, for
opening their beautiful home for our
gathering. Any volunteers for hosting
our Holiday social in 20027

Well, T'll get down 1o business: the
lack of attendance at our APA meet-
ings in the latter part of the year
(that I can only atiribute to cur
demanding jobs and busy sched-
ules), prevented us from submitting
names for a new slate of officers
That being the case, | believe the
officers of 2001 will continue in
their respective roles.

2001 brought about some changes to
our communities and neighbor-
hoods, and APA actually had two
mestings with impressive atten-
dance. 1 can only hope that we do
not become a reactionary group,
meaning that the only time we will
see different faces ar our meenngs,
would be due o a specific issue
Unforrunately, those situations when
they happen can sometirmes be (oo
late for us o address or do some-
thing about them.

At our holiday social a suggestion
was presented, (1 apologize no
being able to give credit where credit

|

is due) that maybe we could have
APA meetings every two months
instead of monthly. This idea has it
merits, and given our attendance
track record, we will bring up the
subject for discussion at Februarys
APA meeting.

There are still some very important
issues affecting APA and we start our
vear with high expectations, but
unfortunately, there is only so much
a handful of individuals can accom-
plish.

Some of these issues:

increasing our APA membership
enmoliment

restarting our Historic District
Designation efforts

cattined on next page

E-Mail contacts:

If anyone wishes to be included on our
currently working email address list,
you can send me you e mail address
and we will add your name. This is ben-
eficial when events of interest are tak-
ing place in between newsletters. For
examphe, two Neartown Association
meetings took place the weeks of Jan
I4 and lan 21. The lanuary 22 NTA
meeting was the “Meet your Elected
Officials Event,” at 5t Stephen's
Episcopal Church. Expected attendees
were Debra Danburg, Garnet Coleman
and several local city officials. With an
up to date email list, we can make all
who might be interested aware of such
events. Forward you email to
tonyEpbgd.com,




Historic Preservation

As | am sure everyone has seen, there has
been aggressive redevelopment in many sur-
rovnding neighborhoods. Unfortunately, this
usually occurs at the expense of older homes
in these neighborhoods

The result has been the loss ot history and
architecture. If vou wish to learn more about
Houston’s efforts (or at times, lack of efforts)
in the preservation of it’s history, the Historic
Meighborhood Council
and Greater Houston
Preservation Alliance
What a perfect time, are two resources, The
now that you have read phone number is (713)
216~ 3000 or visit
www.ghpa.org

APA Membership dues.

through this newslet-

Getting ready for February

W 1f Vegetable and Herb gardening is yo ™

hobby, here is a parial list of what yow van
plant next month: Brocceli, carrots, english
peas, onion plants, lettuce, spinach, dill,

chives, mint, garlic, gregano and rosemary.

Don't be impatient, put that lawn fertilizer
away for a little bit longer

Great time to plant wees (we could always
use more trees!)

If you feel the urge to do something out-
side: Well, you could get the pruning
shears ready for roses, around Valentines
day Word of caution, don't over do it on
antique (old garden) roses. You could tack-
le those daylillies if vou want to divide
them or give some away.

ter, to take the time to

fill in the form located At the time of this ;

newsletter we are hop- Meeting Schedule for 2002
on the back, write your :

ing to have a guest o
check, and mail it,., [T | Our meetings are held the first Thursday o"
Sew how easy that was! Histaric Neighborhood maonth, and it decided at our February meetu. s,

Council at our Feb Tth we will meet every other month. Barring unfore-
meeting. : seen circumstances, this will be cur mecting

Thank you for joininz. | schedule for 2002,

Hope to see you at our Chapter 42 . x .

DR B P This schedule should give those interested in

next meeting. getting involved in some our our issues,/commit-

T.h';': "F‘rﬁ:va:]mg LEH tees a little respite and some flexibility with
Size Amendment” is :
time constraints.

der review by the City Lezgal Department,
uhn-.ﬁ y : }_f‘ 3 i il E;’ "EE: eamcnd Clip this and stich it on the fridge —
this, along with the prevailing setback amend.- wow yoit hive an e for mlising @ esting]
ment, are two very important tools that we
can work toward obtaintng by soliciting sig- ‘_..E-‘ - i,
natures from APA residents. Lets hope that ! Audubon Place Association
upon its final draft the true substance of chis Meeting Schedule 2002
amendment will not be diluted or lost. e
February 7

April 4

June &
August 1
October 3

December
{Holiday Social)
date to be annaumced
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continued from first page

getting a volunteer list together for projects such
as working on the esplanade

brainstorming ideas for raising funds for commu-
nity improvements

contacting APA residents and obtaining signa-
tures under the Chapter 42 rules for preserving
existing setback/lot size patterns

siznatures for adding properties to our growing
deed restriction list

Audubon Place Association was created and exists
for the benefit of our community and pretection of
our investments,. our Homes. We have one of the
most unigue and beautiful neighborhoods in
Houston and we should be exiremnely proud of
this. There were home owners before us thar saw
this beauty and worked hard to bring this commu-
nity back to life, and surely there will be others
that will follow us in years to come, infusing APA
with their resources, ideas and improvements.

“Lets make an effort this year to commit a lictle of

our time for the betterment of our investments and
the community as a whole,

Wishing everyone a happy and prosperous year.

...................................................

March Garage Sale -
Date and Location TBA

The APA fall garage sale also fell victim last year to
lack of response, We hope that this newsletter will
provide an ample amount of time to encourage us to
start collecting items (NO Clothing Please | to donate
for our annual fundraiser. Our annual APA membaer-
ship dues and the APA garage sale{s) are our only
means of financial resources. 5o let's see what we can
gather and provide for this garage sale project.

I ean and will start accepting your donated items
for storage immediately. | may be reached at
713-523-7748 (Tony Herrada).

The location of the garage sale will be discussed at
our February meeting.

HPD Crime Stats:
The following statistics reflect activity in Audubon Place aned
the surrounding neighborhoods for November of 2001, Please
report any swspicious activity to HPDY at 713.222.3131.

DATE
11/26
11,/28
11/21
11/02
11/22
11/04
11,/04
11/14
11/17
11,20
11/24
11/23

TIME

0430
0830
2345
2205
2200
1630
1645
1800
2324
0145
1730
000

OFFENSE

Robbery

Robbery

Burglary
Burglary/Vehicle
Burglary/Vehicle
Auto Theft

Auto Theft
Marcotic Drug Laws
MNarcotic Drug Laws
Mareotic Drug Laws
Marcotic Drug Laws
oWl

SPECIAL THANKS

On behalf of APA we would like to Thank
River Cale tor allowing us to hold cur APA
meetings there. We encourage Audubon Place
residents to patronize the Cale when ever pos-
sible in appreciation of their hespitality
Thanks Rlver Cafe

Also, Special Thanks to Mr. John Unger lor
underwriting the newsletter and assuring that
all APA residents receive a copy Thanks John.

ELOCH, STREET
200 Westheimer
3200 Montrose
700 Alabama
3200 Montrose
3600 Montrose
800 Westheimer
3600 Garrott
3300 Montrose
3300 Montrose
3300 Montrose
3700 Stanford
3200 Montrose
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corporation organized to
preserve the integrity of one _
of Houston’ unique inner MNeighbor

city neighborhoods. 15 Marshall
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MARCH 2002

Presidents Message

February meeting In brief: As 1 men-
toned in last months newsletter, one of
the items on the agenda was to discuss
the henelits (if any} of holding our
meetings every other month. The con-
sensus was that it could prove to be a
futile atternpt in our bid o increass
attendance. Reason being — it would be
difficult 1o keep track of which menth
we would be meeting {1 know 1 hawe
encugh trouble keeping rack of when
we reevicle). 5o the end result is we will
contines to have our monthly, hopefully
well-attended, meetings. (ee revised APA
meeting Schedule 2002 to clip and save.)

e other topic of discussion was relal-
ed Chapter 42, dealing with prevailing
loz size and setbacks. There were also
questions about deed restrictions, and
attempts by APA at moving lorward
with trying to obtain Historic designa-
thon. (See Guest speaker article.}

Another topic was that the Crime Stats
arttele should be continued, in hopes of
promoting a little more awareness of our
neighborhood and surreundings. We
will continue the article and we will add
ather related items or information
sources that will contribute to the well
being of our community.

TORY HEERADA

What 1s Chapler 427
(Skauld wou wait For the movieT)

Whats a Prevailing Selback
(Is 11 paznful T')

What's Historic Designalion T
(Is 1T old-Fashtoned T )

Learn The answers To these
quasTions and mote at The
Wlarch mesling

wg are pleased to announce that
our March meeting will combine
a social hour with an informative pres-
entation. We will have as our guest
speaker Courtney Key Tardy, the
Director of the Historic Neighborhoods
Council (HNC). HNG is a project of the
Greater Houston Preservation Allianee,
which promotes the preservation and
appreciation of Houston's architectural
and caltural historic resources. Visit
their web site at ghpa.org to leam

more about their programs and endan-
gered sites in Houston,

This will be an excellent opportunity to
ask or address any fears, concerns or
misconceptions you may have related
to Deed Restrictions, obtaining a
Historic Designation, Chapter 42 and
any of it's amendments. APA will be
providing complimentary appetizers
during the meeting. Unfortunately,
APA's pockets are not so deep, so the
beverages are on

your own. Let's MARCH Tth MEETING:
make an effort o Guest Speaker;
have a strong

Courtney Key Tardy
showing. Mark 3 :

of the Greater Houston
Preservation Alliance

your calenders,
hire a sitter for the
kids, and have your March 7, 7:30pm
questions ready, | River Cafe

am confident you

will find this meeting very interesting,
informativie, and perhaps inspiring.
The speaker will begin promptly at
T:30pm. We will dedicate our meeting
time to our guest speaker, and to all
your gquestions.




-------------------------------------------------

Revised Meeting Schedule for 2002 April Garage Sale

Our meetings are held the AL aur last meeting it was decided to hold the much-
first Thursday of the month anticipated spring APA garage sale on April 6th,
2002,

The location will be on the adjacent driveways of

s

1 am sure if we look hard enough we all could find
things to contribute. Besides our anmual membership
dues, this is our only other source of raising funds. 1
can assure you we are very frugal (ok, we're cheap)

No meeting in _July

August 15 usually held
in conjunction with Neighborhood

# N ok .

I Audubon Place Association 3403 & 3407 Audubon Flace.

= Meeting Schedule 2002 Your donations in kind will be greatly appreciated

I e and accepted at 3407 Audubon Place. As a reminder
] March 7 please, no clothing, and in an effort to help the vol-
I April 4 unteers, please price your items. If your donation is
= in need of ransportation (truck} you can contact me
i May 2 and/or leave me a message (713-523-7748), and we
I June 6 will iry and make arrangements for the pick up

I

|

1

I

|

I

I

I
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I I Night Out with APA monies
- September 5
I
October 3 -
- Good Brick Award
I Novembe
1 ayemberid Congratulations to Jack Butcher and John
i Dhecember 3 . The {:'i_n_:atur Houston '
- (Holiday Social) on Alliance has recognized their
1 Location to be gnnounced ] " restoration efforts with a 2001 Good Brick
i A Award. Congratulations on behalf of APA.

HPD Crime Stats:

The following statistics reflect activity in Audubon Place and the
surrounding neighborhoods for December of 2001, Please report any
suspicious activity to HPD at 713.222.3131.

SPECIAL THANKS

DATE TIME G©OFFEMSE BLOGH, STREET
On behall of APA we would like to 12,507 2150 ROBBERY 300 ALAEAMA
Thank River Cafe for allowing s to 12/08 0500 ROBBERY 400 WESTHEIMER
bu;:-ladnl.:-ur :]-'r'-‘-. meetings lh-:n:g"-’-.-': 12/08 0030  ROBSERY 600 WESTHEIMER
: A R e 12/19 1315 ROBBERY 600 HAWTHORNE
encourage Audubon Place residents 12/03 0100 ROBBERY 700 ALABAMA
to patronize the Cale when ever pos- 12,/05 2320 ROBBERY 3400 ROSELAND
sible in appreciation of their hospi- l;ﬁ? 1700 ROBBERY gg :::iﬂmm
ralitv Thariks River Cafe... 12/19 2245 ROBBERY EIM
s 12/04 1830 ROBBERY 3300 MONTROSE
; 12/28 1700 BURGLARY 200 MARSHALL
Alsp, Special Thanks te Mr. John 12/02 0500 BURGLARY 700 ALABAMA
Unger for underwriting the newslat- 12/23 1115 BURGLARY 700 HAWTHORMNE e
ter and assuring that all APA resi- 12/21 2215 BURGLARY 3600 AUDUBOM EPL
dents recetve a coov. Than! 13 12/19 0645 EBURGLARY /VEHICLE 3300 MONTROS
FopTecaitnA SOy Tk el 12/03 0000  AUTO THEFT 400 HAWTHORNE
12/10 2130 AUTOD THEFT 400 HAWTHORNE
12/17 1000 AUTO THEFT 500 ALABAMA
12,28 1800 AUTO THEFT 500 HAWTHORNE

12,701 0400 AUTD THEFT 3400 MONTROSE




News from Neartown Association
BY ED GOMZALES

---------------------------------------------------

Community Liaison

Our new Council Member, Ada Edwards, is deter-
mined to establish better and new communication
links with her office. Mearown-Montmose now has
its own Community Liaison, Bridget Jensen. A part-
time position with full time responsibilities, Bridger
ts atr new go-lo lialkson on all matlers concerning
gur community of neighborhoods, Past president of
the North Montrose Civic Association and past NTA
board member, Bridgets established background in
community service and activism definitely makes
her a communications asset with council and the
city departments,

Bridget has been invited to attend NTA super-
neighborhead and Cherryhurst Pack Board meet-
ings. For now, you can reach her 713-247-2001 in
Adas office.

The creation of a Community Liaison position high-
lights Adas commitment to communicating with
Monirose. More like this will happen. Right now,
I'm asking all commumity leaders to call Bridget and
irvite her to your neighborhood

Capitol Improvement Plans (CIP)

The COH (City of Houston) will conduct CIF meet-
ings throughout the city on different dates. For
District D, Ite March 1Zth or 14ch,

Capitol Improvement Plans include streets, curbs,
gutters, sidewalks, ditches, sewers and just about
anything the COH has the ability to fix or improve.

The COH CIF meetings provide the pubdic the
oppormnity for input before the COH plans praject
and the budget for 2003

We can be better prepared for March by coming to
the NTAs Feb 260h meeting at Cherryhurst Park
Comrunity Center, 1700 Missouri, &t Tpm. At the
meeting, lets hear what your street, your block,
your neighborhoed weuld want fived or improved.
We will try to categonze all requests for a bemer
presentation in March to address the problems.

Ed Gongales is the 20012002 Meartown Association
president and Meartown-Montrese Super-Neighborhoad
Coumcil president

..................................................

Every request, complaint, wish or drathers will be
heard and neted by NTA and super-neighborhood
leadership and our new Community Liaison from
Ada Edwards' office, Bridget Jensen. Be there to tell
it on the $1h Tuesday of the month.

SNAP:
Super Neighborhood Action Plan

The Neartown-Montrose Super-MNeighborhood
Council has submitted the following five proj-
ects to the City Council as the first SNAPs
(Super Neighborhood Action Plan) of our
area’s new superneighborhood organization.

WESTHEIMER, from Elgin to South Shepherd.
This major thoroughfare requires the recon-
struction of street, with curbs, gutters and
sidewalks. As part of a planned neighborhood
effort to create a walking ambiance and
enhance the business environment, coordinate
with community organizations to select specif
ic trees and special streetlights for signature
identity feature.

WEST ALABAMA, from Spur 527 to South
Shepherd. Reconstruction of street, with
curhs, gutters and sidewalks.

FAIRVIEW, from Tuam to South Shepherd.
Reconstruction of street, curbs and sidewalks,

DUNLAVY BASEEBALL FIELD, Dunlavy Park.
Complete architectural and engineering serv-
ices to upgrade field, including construction of
batting cage with lights and enclose the field
with fence.

FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS PARK, current
site of HSPVA. School building will be demol-
ished to restore site to park after HSPVA
moves to a new location. This project has the
site's prior history (senior residents remember
fish pond in center of the park) and the recog-
nized need for an area neighborhood park as
called for in the Parks Master Plan approved
by city council last year.
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AUDUBON PLACE
ASSOCILATION -INEWS

MAY 2002

Presidents Message

April meeting in brief: First, of on
behalfl of APA, T would like to extend a
sincere and warm welcome to new
neighbors and APA members Wayne
Brooks, Rodney Waters, Katrina Hodge,
and Kevin Kelly. We are confident you
will find AP to be a friendly, and beauti-
ful place 1o live. Looking forward 1o see-
ing you again at our monthly meetings.

At the meeting, we discussed the inter-
est level in revisiting
our efforts in getting
the necessary signa-
tures towards APA
abtaining Historieal
designation

Having Courtney
Tardy of the Histonc
Melghborhood
Council (sze her arti-
cle on the [ollowing
page) as a guest
speaker at the March
meeling was a sorl of
spring board for this

May APA Meeting

Brad and Linda Harmes, 3707
Audiibon, have graciously ¢
offered ﬂrl_h"hm_l_‘ifui_’.i]‘u‘me*"
as the meeting site for May,

anli if this isn't enough to

encourage your attendance,
how about a little “wine
tasting™ to zo with it? Come
and chechk it out.

Date: May 2nd, T:30pm
3707 Audubon Place

interest, as she elaborated on the truths,
benefits and the misconceptions regard-
ing prevailing setbacks, deed restric-
tions, and Historic designation. If any-
one is Interested in becoming a part of
this committee, please call me at 713-
523-7748 or email me at
tony@pbgd.com. 1 will send your name
to the committee, so that all the brain-
storming can begin.

There has already been a tremendous
amount of dme put into documenting
and collecting the
information necessary
for this project. 5o i we
can come up with a
group of 10 to 12 val-
unteers, this praject
could come to fruition
im a very short period.

The recognition that
Historic designation
can hring to our neigh-
bor is certainly a move
in a progressive and
positive direction.

APA Spring Garage Sale

A great big thank you to-everyone who contributed items for our
very successful garage sale held on Sawrday April 6th. A "Very
Special Thanks™ to Richard Helley for all his contributions. To
Party Thompson, Terry Baird, John O Donnell, Linda and Brad
Harmes, John Hathcote, Jack Butcher {extra thanks for providing
nounishment), Maika and Peter Wan Bemmel, Peter Bayle, Karrina
Hodge & Kevin Kelly, a very huge Thank You for your assistance
Special thanks also to Clay Sterling for your generosity, Glenda
Epe-ggel for vour contribution, and Janet Smith (for the sweers).
Chur Met total at closing was araund $1,300.00



COH Matching Grant Program

May 15, 2002 Is the last day for
submitting matching grant appli-
cations. APA will try to submit a
proposel for continuing our APA
esplanade beautification project.
The way the program works |s,
there Is a minimum of $1000.00
and a maximum of $5000.00,
what this means is the COH will
pay up to half of the amount of
our project. The dateline appli-
cation is just merely for the COH
to accept our application, the
presentation of project costs,
contractor, permits, ete, is sub-
mitted later. | think this is defi-
nitely a project worth our
efforts.

John 0"Donnell will be submit-
ting our application, for consid-
eration, and he will provide us
with COH's response as soon as
It is available. (Thanks John)

Gardening Tips

Yes, if you haven't started by now, then heres a list of some plants

worth considering;:

Flants for Sunny Areas :
Amaryllis - Red Flowers

Anitique Roses

Butterfly Bush - Purple/pink
flower spikes (*NGD)

Butterfly Weed - lowers continu-
ously- orange/red (*NGD)

Cat Whishers - Flowers - (*NGD)
ComeFlowers - This ts a native ,
and a perennial (*NGD)

Salvias - many varieties to
chaose from- Greal [or altracting
butterflies and hummingbirds.
(*NGL)

For Shaded Areas:

Coreopsis - a native with yellow
datsy-like flowers

All Ginger varieties - from tall 1o
ground covers- lasting flowers
Husta - (=2 little tricky)-Houston
may be a little 100 hot for some.
Flumbago - usually grows to
about 3 feet, hardy with blue
flowers.

Turks Cap - another native...gets
a little tall, make sure you hawe
room for this one. Bright red
flowers- also attracts humming-
birds,

Well, this should keep you busy in the garden, but it will be well

warth it. Good Iucl.

(*NGD ) = Need good drainage, otherwise you'll have problems, best 1o

plant high.

HPD Crime Stats:

The jollowing statistics reflect activity in Audubon Place and
the surrounding neighborhoods for December of 2001, Please
report any suspicious activity to HPD at 713.222.3131.

DATE TIME OFFENSE
1/11/02 0250 Robbery
1/21/02 1205  Robbery
1/26/02 2200 Burglary
1/03/02 0735 Burglary
1/1/02 0150  Burglary
1/14/02 2230 Burglary
1/21/02 1900  Burglary/Vehicle
1/20/02 0230  Burglary/Vehicle
1/02/02 0B00  Burglary/Vehicle
1/07/02 1945  Burglary/Vehicle
1/13/02 1730  Burglary/Vehicle
1714502 1315  Burglary/Vehicle
1/23/02 2230  Burglary,/Vehicle
1731702 0800  Burglary/Vehicle
1/12/02 1900  Auto Theft
12/27,/01 2345  Auto Theft
1/11/02 2000  Auto Theft
1/02/02 2000  Auto Theft

Along with the stats listed at left, the following

BLOCK /STREET
300 Alabama
600 Alabama
200 Alabama
400 Hawthome
3400 Garrott
200 Westmoreland
200 Marshall
300 Alahama
500 Alabama
600 Marshall
3400 Roseland
3400 Montrose
3400 Roseland
3400 Montrose
200 Marshall
400 Alabama
300 Alahama
500 Alabama

web site can be another source for information
regarding criminal activily in the area:
hupfirecords.txdps.state 1x.us, The following
statistics reflect activity in Audubon Place and
the surrounding neighborhoods through
February '02

During last months MNeariown Meeting, several
other Civic Association members in anendance
menticned that by filling owt and submitting the
BLE forms, in our case o Meatiown Storelront
an Westheimer, those reports will increase Police
visibility in the neighborhood. This could cer-
tainly help in reducing criminal activity

Where can I get a PIP form you ask? The
Mearown Storefront, has them, and they are-—
also available at our monthly mestings. It is

single sheet form and easy 1o 6l in.
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News from The Greater Houston Preservation

_AHiancE Historic Nﬂghbmﬁmdﬁ Council

e L T L R R R

The following is reprinted from the HNC newsletter:

Last week [ spoke to the Audubon Place Civic
Assoctation, a new member of Historic
Neighborhoods Council. | talked to this active
neighborhiood about historic preservation and ways
to protect their neighborhood using new Chapter
42 amendments and historic district designation.
Audubon Place is clearly eligible for local historic
designation. and | hope that they will pursue this
designation. Before the meeting 1 had a chance to
visit the home of John Hathcote and Jack Butcher,
winners of a 200] Good brick Award for their
restoration and =ensitive addition to 609 Harold, in
Auduben Place. Their work on this beautiful home
15 inspinng, and their neighborshomes are just as
lovely. Audubon Place is full of committed neigh-
bars working together, and that is & joy for me, In
my position as Director of Historic Neighborhoods
Council, 1o see.

This month, as we celebrate the 2001 Good Brick
Awards, | realize that there is plenty of inspirstion
to be found here in Houston. Yes we have our prob-
tems here, but we also have neighborhoods, indi-
viduals and groups making invaluable contributions

i ﬂﬂﬁﬁh-‘

r b

{ Audubon Place Association

I Meeting Schedule 2002

I----------------
May 2

; See first page for lscation
June 6

No meeting in July

August is usually held in
conjunction with
i Neighborhood Night Out

September 5
Crctober 3
November 7

December 5
{Holiday Social}

. Location to be announced y
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to the historical, architectural and cultural fabric of
this city.

This month's HNC meeting will focus on National
Preservation Week, coming in up in May The
national theme is “Preserving a Sense of Place,” and
it celebrates the local historical resources that make
our city unique, Watch the GHPA web site for more
information on National Preservation Week to see
how you can get involved.

Coumney Key Tardy
Diirecror, Historie Meighborbeod Council

e B B L [

GHPA - Spring Walking Tour
Another article tn the HNC newsletier spoke abou! the
Spring walking tours schedule:

EEE R ]

April 28 - an updated tour of Westmoreland, one
of Houston's local histeric distriets, at 2pm.

If anyone Is interested in becoming an individual
ot family member of The Greater Housion
Preservation Alliance, membership forms will be
available at our monthly meetings. 'l have the cur-
rent HMC Mewsletter available at our monthly, if
interested.

While we're on the Subject;

[ know [ have mentioned this before, but is there any
triteresl in putting together a sort of “Crorden Tour™
of APA homes as a fund raiser? | bet we have plenty
of beautiful gardens in Audubon Place that we could
put on this tour. How about it? {No, peaple will not
be permitted in homes, this will be merely a garden
tour) Lets talk about it at our next meeting?




AUDUBON PLACE ASSOCIATION

2615 Waugh Drive, No. 108 \ 5 .
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Audubon Place Association

{APA) is a non-profit

corporation organized Lo

preserve the integrity of one

of Houstom§ unique inner _

city neighborhoods, Neighbol
g15 Marshall

Meetings are held the first (% 77

Thursday of the month at

7:30pm, normally at River

Café, 3615 Montrose.
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MEXT MEETING:

A wine tasting) Thursday,
My 2, 7:30pm,

at Brad and Linda Harme¥,
3707 Audubon Place.

&

o

 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Mame: Dare

Addresa Zip Code:

Harre Telephone . Business Telephone

Ernail

Renewlng Member New Member Commiites Intenests:

Annual dues: $10,00 per person Mutmber of persons - Total dues paid 3

Yeur donation (thanks frem Audubon Placer &

Mail to: Audubon Place Association, 2615 Waugh Drive, No. 108, Houston, Texas, 77006, Thank You!
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NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday,
August 6, 2002
7:00pm
In the esplanade on
— Audubon at Kipling

KEEPERS

City Services
3-1-1
CiLy EMErpEncy:
713.834.0600
www.ci.houston.bous

" Public Works
713.837.0600

Westheimer
Police Storefront
ine officers dispatched
Jrom this location)
713.284.8604

Police Dispatcher
713.222.3131

Fire Department
713.222.7643
or 9-1-1

Heavy Trash
Second Wednesday
af the Month

ALDUBON PLACE
ASSOCIATION NEWS

JULY 2002

Audubon Place Historic

District Designation
AN UPDATE

In early 2001 we headlined our propos-
al in this Mewsletter to make Audubon
Flace into Houston's nest Historie
Drstrict. Unformumately we have been
beaten to the punch by Norhill, whe
have been designated recently by the
HAHC (Houston Archaeclogical and
Historic Commission}. They have put
much work inte it, not in the least in
getting the petition drive done.

The Texas Historical Commission has
walked through our neighberhood with
Gary Coowver, Randy Pace of the Historic
Preservaticn Planning & Development
Department of the City of Houston and
Greg Smith of the Texas Historic
Commission. The result was that in the
opinion of Greg our neighberhood
would cemainly qualify for National
Historic Designation. Courtney Key
Tardy {Historic Neighborhoods Council)
at our March meeting reiterated the
opinion that we would qualify for being
a City of Houston Historic
Meighbothood.

Gary Coover, Andrea di Bagno, Laura
Devinney, Karen Bernstein, Maatke van
Bemmel and others have all worked
hard on obtaining photographs, signa-
tures and the required inventory. We
now have close to 40 percent of the
required signatures [or the petition, and
will heat up the effort with a signup
party, ailings and house calls. Laura
and Gary have left us for greener pas-
tures, but we have formed a new com-
mittee consisting of John C'Donnell,
Andrea di Bagno and myself. Gary has

agreed to be our historian-in-exile and
will hielp with the application. We
would welcome any help with further
chores, which are not insighificant

Here are some reasons [or wanting to do
this, apart from getting & Texas Star on
the sireet signs (see also Gary's article in
the April 2001 issue):

® Preserving the historic character of
the neighborhood

& Greatly enhancing the appeal of the
neighborhood, which would trans-
late 1o maintatning our property val-
ues

* 00 day waiting period for in-appro-
priate external modifications - this
should discourage developers, but
does not prevent an owner from
remodeling his property

= Mo approval needed from HAHC to
demolish non-historic strucires

& Monetary incentives o restore & his-
toric stracture in the form of ax
EXEmprons

e CJur Deed Restrictions override the
Historic Preservation Ordinance

Ordinance #93-228, which currently
governs designated historic neighbor-
hoods, is being reviewed at this
moment. A number of enhancements
are being considered, mostly based on
input from vanous neighberhoods. We
plan to be part of this process by
atzending the review meetings. This is a

continusd on page 2




confined from first page

very slow process, and it is not known when of even
whether a modified ordinance will go inte effect. If
you have any idess on this please let me know.

For more informarien you can go o the internet at
www.cl houston e us/pd and wwwhoustonplan-
ning.crg. You can find your property description at
HZAD on the internet, and the history by locking at
the City Directories and the Sanbern Fire Insurance
plats, at the Houston Library downtown, in the his-
toric Julia [deson building, which also has the
Houston Daily Post building permit listings for the
inital consrruction of our homes. A cautionary word
on the building permits. They are very difficult o
find and the librarian can not give pou much assis-

To support the petition you must own property in the
Historic MNeighborhood which is bounded by the East
back property line of Meontrose blvd, the MNorth back
property line of Hawthorne, the East back property—
line of Audubon Place bivd and the front property
line of the North slde of W Alabama. Your propeny
does not have to be historic for you to qualify. To sign
up call me at 713 521 1091 day or evening, or e-mail
me at pvanbemmel@houston rr.eom. Someone will
gladly drop by with the Petition Form all ready for
your signature, ot feel free to attend one of our
monthly association meetings held at the River Café
an the first Thursday of each month, or at the
upeoming Madonal Nigh Out on the Audubon
esplanade.

Coover and will be made available 1o vou.

tance. Much of this work has been done by Gary

Peter van Bermmel
Chatr, Audubon Place Historie Commitiee

HPD Crime Stats:  DATE
The following statistics reflect activity i~ 3/05,/02
Audubon Place and the surrounding neigh- :ﬁg‘;ﬁ
borhoods Jﬂ']" March ﬂﬂdﬂpﬂ] 2002, 3,:"'3;"“
Please report any suspicious activity to 3/17/02
HPD at 713.222.3131.  3/12/02
3 2
Along with these stats, the following web 3;12:?6.1
site can be another source for information 3/16,/02
regarding criminal activity in the area: 33}’;;,-;?;
httpirecords. tedps_state.tx_us. 3/22/02
3/23/02
f
! Audubon Place Association = 3/29/02
I Meeting Schedule 2002 i 3/29/02
’ I
: Dur meetings are held the i E ?sﬁg
rsday 1
) 4/06/02
i i 4/02/02
: No meeting in july i 4/18/02
i Happy 4th! - 4/14/02
i (Happy $Ll) ! 4,/29,/02
I August 6 (Tuesday) : 4/14/02
: held in r:mtjurtct!ﬂn with I :}{ﬂﬂg
E September 5 : ‘jgﬁﬁ
1 4/07/02
[
= October 3 E 4/07/02
1 November 7 - 4/23/02
]
- December 5 i
i {Heliday Social) i
Y Location to be announced ;

L] &

—— -

= t -

TIME OFFERSE BLOCE, STREET
2145  Robbery 300 Alabama 5t
0650 Robbery 300 Alabama 5t
0650 Robbery 300 Westheimer
0045 Robbery 400 Westheimer
1030  Burglary 600 Harold
2230  Burglary 3400 Audaben P
1130  Burglary 3600 Audubon Plo..o
1230  Burglary 3600 Garrott

200  Burglary of a Mir Vehicle 300 Marshall

1900 Burglary of a Mir Vehicle 800 Hawthorne
1930 Burglary of a Mtr Vehicle 3500 Monirose Bhvd,
2230 Auto Theft 400 Hawthorne
0500  Auto Theft 600 Hawthorne
1200 Acoto Theft 3400 Montrose Blwd.
0030 Auto Theft 3500 Garrott

1824  Marcotic Drug Laws 300 Alabama

1450  Narcotic Drug Laws 500 Alabama

2030  Robbery 300 Alabama

0750 Robbery 300 Alabama

0100  Robbery 700 Harold

0330 Robbery 3400 Montrose Bivd.
1730  Aggravated Assauft 300 Alzhama

2030  Aggravated Assauvlt B00 Westheimer
0807  Burglary 300 Hawthorne

1315  Burglary 600 Marshall

0630  Burglary 600 Harold

0415  Burglary 3400 Montrose
0530 Burglary 3700 Audubon Place
1930  Burglary of a Mir Vehicle 400 Westheimer
0245  Burglary of a Mir Vehicle 700 Kipling

0930 Auto Theft 200 Marshall

0100  Awto Theft 400 Westheimer
2200 Acto Theft 800 Harold o~

—




From the President

In keeping with the spirit of the Historic committee article provided
by Peter van Bemmel, | feit it would appropriate to share with you
the following parts of a letter from the President of the Natianal
Trust for historic preservation. The National Trust was founded in
1948 to lead a movement in histeric preservation. Each year the
Trust annownces it's “11 Mest Endangered Historic Places List."
This has proven to be a most effective tosl in preserving America’s
irreplaceable architectural, cultural and national heritage. On this
years list is Teardowns fo Mistorie Nelghborboods - Natfomnwide,
“From 10th-cemtury Victorian to 19205 bungalows, the architecture
of America’s histeric neighborhonds reflects the character of sur
communities,” sald Richard Moe, president of the National Trust.
“Teardowns radically change the fabric of 3 community. Without
proper safeguards, historic neighberhoods will lose the identities
that drew residents to put down rools In the frst place.”

With property values shyrocketing, neighborhoads (like owrs), with
tree lined streets, beawtiful and unique architectural homes, are
systematically wiped out. How does that happen? Rormally as a
recult of not having protection thraogh local historic designation or
There are ways for historic communities to accomodate new inner
city growth and development, provided this new growth is well

planned and sensitive to the character of the meighborheod, but nat
at the cost of losing these historic neighborheods.

As you can s, this is not just about APA and our need for sl
preservation, Our effort to eblain historic designation is our contr-
batisn to the prevention of the destruction of awr nation's [ittle
treasures. = Tomy Herrada

{The amowncement from the Trusts web site /5 reprinied below)

National Trust for Historic Preservation Announces its

“11 Most Endangered Historic Places” for 2002

R R

HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOODS NATIONWIDE INCLUDED

cross the nation & teardown epidemic

is wiping out historie neighborhooda
ane houde ar a tme. As older homes are
demolished and replaced with dramatical-
Ty Larger, out-of-scale new structures, the
historic character of the existing neigh-
" porhood is losi. Meighborhood livability
is diminished as trees are removed, back-
yards are eliminated, and sunlight is
blocked by wowering new strsctures boil
up oo the property lines. Community eco-
nomic and social diversity s reduced as
new mansions replace affordable homes,
House by howse, neighborhoods ane los-
ing a part of their historis [rbrc and
much of their charmcter,

The teardown trend & spresding bke
wildfire through historbe wrban and close-
in suburban nejghbothoods acpess the
narien, Atrractive, convenient and stable
historic neighborhoods are in grest
demand, bt the svaitabilicy of large
homes in thess areas is somerimes limit-
ed. A3 a result, mamy homebuoyers are
purchasing smaller houses and replacing
them with mch larger strectures that ars
not compatible with the historie character
of the nelghborhood. The challenge s to
franage new investment 5o that it respects
the character and distinctivensss that
made these neighborhoods so desirble in
the first place.

The Matlonal Trust kas documened
more than 100 commumnities in 20 sales
thar are experiencing sipnificant numbers
of teardowna, and that mumber s climb-
ing fasc. From 1993 w 2000, the namber
of demolitions increased 45 percent
Bergen Coundy, 1), Just surzide of dewn.
town Dallas, TX, more than 1,000 historic

early 20th century howses have been pur-
chased, bulldozed and sent o the dunp.
In Dremwer, O, some 200 houses were
demolishied last year. InOcean City, M,
entire neighborhood blocks have been
Inst as the result of more than 300 recent
demaditions, In the Chiczgo suburb of
Winmetka, a rare pre-Chvil War house was
leveled. In Rancho Mirage, Californis, a
mseum-gueabicy, 5,000 sguare-foot home
designed in 1962 by famed architect
Richard Mewrra was demolished without
warning. Even the work of Frank Lloyd
Wiight 12 az risk. In the close-in Chicago
suburh of Bannockbum, & spacious houss
designed by Wright in 1956 was pur-
chaged last year by an owner whe
planned 1o demodish iz, but due o public
ourcry sold it to a preservaton-minded
bayer.

Meighborhood groups are clamonng
for protection a5 homes are demokished in
record numbers. Fisg and mast impot-
eanthy, residends must develop a viston for
the future — meluging whers and how 1o
accommodate growth end change — and
then put in place mechanisens o ensure
that their wislon ks not compromised.
Commmunities can use a varety of plan-
ning and preservason tools o implement
their wision and tame eardowms. Several
of these ook alm to protect existing
structures, in part by requiring the review
of proposed demeoliions and by limiting
the scale of new consimction, Cther
tools are destgred o guide senshiive addl-
tions to exasting homes and o ensare
that new construction fits in with a
neighiborhood's historie character, rather

than damaging it.

In neighborhoods whers teardowns
have already veached a crisis poing, It may
be necessary to provide a “cooding-off”
pericd, through a temporany momtorivm
on demolition, which can prevent the boss
of significant strectures end allow Gms 1w
develop aliernatives. Communities can
also manage teardowns through desigrat-
ing historic districts, establishing conser-
vation districts, and zoning overlays, in
addition 1o negotiating voluntary ease-
menks 1o ensure that the architsemeal
character is permanenily protected.
Edwcation and historic real estste pro-
grams can be a way to inform realtors and
new resédenis abour the history of older
nelghborhoods and provide gulkdance in
rehabilizating histonc howses and building
compattble additions. Financial incentives
and technical assistance, such a5 tax
ahatements and low-interest loans and
referrals to qualified contractors, help res-
idents acquire and rehabilicate historle
houses.

For more nfarmation on The Nationz! Trus
for Historic Preservdtion and its tast
Endangened liet, visit waw rationalirust.org,
The Trust has just swed o report about the
problem of and respanses fo teardeans, the
Esecutive Summary or fhe Full Report can
be downloaded. Alea, The Hiztory Channsl
will feature the Usd ok Saturday, fuly 6, 2002,
at 10 pom. EDTEDT ina one-hour docu-
mentery special entitled, “Americat Mast
Encangered * The shavw, hasted by Josh
Eitiswarger, atso hoat of “This Week in
Histary, ™ &5 part af the The Save Cur Histary
campdign, The History Channel’s award-win.
nbng ratlonal inltlative dedicated ta historic
preserviation and hustary edweation
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Auchibom Place Association

(APA) is a non-profit

corparation organized to

preserve the integrity of one Ne inh Kix

of Houston’ unigue inner g o

city neighborhoods. I fﬂ;.r Mc'ms.-hufr
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Mestings are held the first X 705

Thursday of the month at

7:30pm, normally at River

Café, 3615 Montrose.

MEXT MEETIMNG:

Mo Meeting in fuly. Our nest

meeting will be in confunction

with National Night Cut,

Tuesday, August &, in the

esplanade on Audubon at

Kipling A

e
R

M BEERSHIF FORM
e

Mame: Diate:

Address: fip Code:

Home Telephione: Business Telephone:

Email:

Renewing Member Mew Member ___ Committes Interesis:

Arnual dues: $10.00 per person Mumber of persons _ Todal duwes paid &

Tax-deducttble donation (thanks from Audubon Place) 5

Mail 10 Audubon Place Association, 2615 Waugh Drive, No. 108, Hooston, Texas, 77004 Thank You!




A Deed Restricted
Community

NEXT MEETING

Thursday,
December 5, 2002
6:30pm
608 Harold

KEEPERS

City Services
3-1-1
City emergency:
713.834.0600

www.ci.houston.tx.us

Public Works
713.837.0600

Westheimer
Police Storefront
(no officers dispatched

from this location)

713.284.8604

Police Dispatcher
713.222.3131

Fire Department
713.222.7643
or 9-1-1

Heavy Trash
Second Wednesday
of the Month

AUDUBON PLACE
ASSOCIATION NEWS

DECEMBER 2002

Letter from the President

Unfortunately, I am sad to say, due to term
limits I have served my maximum of 2
years as President of APA. It is time to hand
the baton to a successor. Being a president
of APA it has been both interesting and
challenging. I will say that APA has a solid
core of members who are actively working
to maintain a quality of life for our
community, that sometimes is taken for
granted. To those who've invested time,
such as overseeing deed restriction
enforcement, attending monthly meetings,
voicing concerns, contributing to or
participating in our APA yard sales, thank
you. Your efforts provide a foundation for
maintaining an active civic association. The
existence of an active association safeguards
our property values and protect the unique
character of our neighborhood. 1 am happy
to present the slate of APA officers for
2003:

Brad Harmes
President

Patty Thompson
Vice President

Anita Bryant

Secretary
Maaike van Bemmel
Treasurer

Peter van Bemmel

Chair, Audubon Place Historic Committee
(A special thank you to Peter for
volunteering to chair this tremendous
responsibility)

Tony Herrada
APA Represent to Neartown Association

APA Newsletter

We are currently looking into other options for
producing and keeping an active APA Newsletter.
The production costs (printing, folding, labeling
and postage) associated with our newsletter have
been underwritten by Mr John Linger, for many
years, and we owe him an enormous dept of
gratitude. We are interested in hearing from APA
residents on your ideas or suggestions for
continuing this newsletter and how to best
control costs.

The distribution cost can be controlled through
the volunteer work of block captains, willing to
assume the responsibility of distributing the
newsletter instead of sending them via the postal
service. We are looking into electronic
distribution as another option, so if you have any
comments or suggestions, please feel free to let
us know.



December 5th...our last meeting for 2002.

Holiday Social- APA Members

Our annual Holiday Social for APA Members will As has been an APA custom for our annual social,
replace our normal monthly meeting. If you have not guests are asked to bring any of the following:
joined APA, we will have forms available at the social,
just bring your check or cash ($10.00 per person- Covered Dish
annual dues), Dessert(s)

Beverage(s)
So come and join us and mingle with your friends and such as wine, spirits, beer or soft drinks

neighbors (or meet them for the first time!)
and of course come and share the holiday spirit

Hosted by 'The Di Bagno's with your neighbors.
Address 608 Harold St.
Time 6:30pm to 9:00pm NOTE: We will have for your convenience, as I men-

tioned, membership forms and you will also have the
opportunity, if interested, to sign the Historic or Deed
restriction forms/petitions, or both.

HPD Crime Stats:
The following statistics reflect activity in Audubon Place and

On behalf of APA we would like to the surrounding neighborhoods for August 2002. Please report

Thank River Cafe for allowing us to any suspicious activity to HPD at 713.222.3131.

hold our APA meetings there. We Along with these stats, the following web site can be another

encourage Audubon Place resident.s to source for information regarding criminal activity in the area:

patronize the Cafe when ever possible http//records.txdps.state.tx.us.

in appreciation of their hospitality.

Thanks River Cafe......
DATE TIME OFFENSE BLOCK, STREET

Also, Special Thanks to Mr. John 8/26/02 2215 Robbery 700 Hawthorne

Unger for underwriting the newsletter 8/03/02 1600 Robbery 3200 Stanford

and assuring that all APA residents 8/10/02 0320 Robbery 3400 Montrose

receive a copy. Thanks John. 8/31/02 2145 Aggravated Assault 500 Hawthorne
8/02/02 0100 Burglary 400 Westmorland
8/05/02 0200 Burglary 400 Westheimer
8/20/02 2300 Burglary 500 Hawthorne
8/03/02 0800 Burglary 700 Marshall
8/16/02 1245 Burglary 800 Marshall
8/12/02 2056 Burglary 3500 Montrose
8/23/02 1030 Burglary of a Motor Vehicle 600 Alabama
8/20/02 0800 Burglary of a Motor Vehicle 3400 Montrose
8/20/02 1930 Burglary of a Motor Vehicle 3400 Montrose
8/11/02 1400 Burglary of a Motor Vehicle 3400 Montrose
8/26/02 1100 Burglary of a Motor Vehicle 3700 Audubon Pi.
8/5/02 2330 Auto Theft Courtland PI.
8/28/02 0200 Auto Theft 600 Hawthorne
8/2/02 0800 Auto Theft 3600 Garrott
8/20/02 2015 Narcotic Drug Laws 800 Lovett




Proposed Preservation Ordinance Amendments

Dear Neighbors,

It is sad, but true, that the best
intentions can lead to disaster. The
Old Sixth Ward Historic District, in
conjunction with the Houston
Homeowners Association and
Historic Houston, in answer to the
erosion of their Historic
Neighborhood by new town home
builders, propose to severely
strengthen the city's Preservation
Ordinance. This gave councilman
Mark Ellis the opportunity to write a
tendentious editorial in the last
week's Houston Chronicle, that would
favor new development over
preservation. Only the next day did
the Chronicle print a rebuke by
Marcia Perry, president of the First
Ward Civic Council.

There are at least four different pro-
posals for amending the Preservation
Ordinance:

¢ QGreater Houston Preservation
Alliance,
¢ OId Sixth Ward Historic

District/Houston Homeowners
Association/Historic Houston,

* Houston Heights Association by
way of council member Gabriel
Vasquez,

* Houston Archaeological and
Historical Commission,

e Mark Ellis.

Mark Ellis was the first and only one
to present his proposal with a matrix
of the others to the Neighborhood
Planning and Quality of Life Council,
chaired by council woman-at-large
Anise Parker. The council voted to
carry this proposal without hearing
the other parties.

This essentially killed a two and a
half year effort by GHPA to modify
and strengthen the Preservation
Ordinance in a way that would be
acceptable to the majority of the
inhabitants of the historic districts.
The current Preservation Ordinance
is hanging in the balance, pending a
decision by the Mayor to allow the
full city council to vote on the Mark
Ellis proposal. The most salient
amendment in that proposal is the
ability to opt out of the Preservation
Ordinance, much in the manner of
our deed restrictions. This would
considerably weaken the existing
rules and would make it easier for
developers to come in and build. Lets
hope that we can go back to the
work done so far by the GHPA, and
that the Ellis amendments will not be
passed by the city council.

Peter van Bemmel
Chair, Audubon Place Historic
Commiittee.

Welcome New APA Members

Doreen Stoller &> Dan Piette -Harold
St. (not exactly new, but we just found
their application - sorry guys!)

Just a friendly reminder: If you
haven't joined or have forgotten to
send in your annual dues ($10.00
per person), we encourage every-

institutions, making our neighbor-
hood a unique and beautiful place
to live. Renewal memberships are

due In January, or at the "Holiday
Social” (see article).

one to become a part of APA and be
involved, or at least bring your ideas
or concerns to our monthly
meetings. Let's not wait for a crisis to
bring neighbors together. It's one
hour a month of your time, a small
contribution towards improving and
maintaining the quality of life in a
community that includes families,
merchants, universities and art
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(APA) is a non-profit Houston, TX
corporation organized to

preserve the integrity oj one of

Houston's unique inner city

neighborhoods.

Meetings are held the first
Thursday of the month at
7:30pm, normally at River
Cafe, 3615 Montrose.

NEXT MEETING:
Thursday, December 5
6:30pm

Holiday Social!

See inside for details

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name: Date:
Address: Zip code:
Home Telephone: Business Telephone:_

Email:

Renewing Member ___ New Member _____ Committee Interests:

Annual dues: $15 per person/ $25 per couple. Number of persons: Total dues paid:

Donation (thanks, from Audubon Place) $




