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Letter from the President

A Deed Restricted
Community

NEXT MEETING

Thursday,
December 5, 2002
6:30pm
608 Harold

KEEPERS
City Services
3-1-1
City emergency:
713.834.0600
www.ci.houston.tx.us

Public Works
713.837.0600
Westheimer
Police Storefront
(no officers dispatched
from this location)

713.284.8604
Police Dispatcher
713.222.3131
Fire Department
713.222.7643
or 9-1-1
Heavy Trash
Second Wednesday
of the Month

Unfortunately, I am sad to say, due to term
limits I have served my maximum of 2
years as President of APA. It is time to hand
the baton to a successor. Being a president
of APA it has been both interesting and
challenging. I will say that APA has a solid
core of members who are actively working
to maintain a quality of life for our
community, that sometimes is taken for
granted. To those who've invested time,
such as overseeing deed restriction
enforcement, attending monthly meetings,
voicing concerns, contributing to or
participating in our APA yard sales, thank
you. Your efforts provide a foundation for
maintaining an active civic association. The
existence of an active association safeguards
our property values and protect the unique
character of our neighborhood. 1 am happy
to present the slate of APA officers for
2003:
Brad Harmes
President
_
Patty Thompson
Vice President
Anita Bryant
Secretary
Maaike van Bemmel
Treasurer

Peter van Bemmel
Chair, Audubon Place Historic Committee
(A special thank you to Peter for
volunteering to chair this tremendous
responsibility)
Tony Herrada
APA Represent to Neartown Association

APA Newsletter
We are currently looking into other options for
producing and keeping an active APA Newsletter.
The production costs (printing, folding, labeling
and postage) associated with our newsletter have
been underwritten by Mr John Linger, for many
years, and we owe him an enormous dept of
gratitude. We are interested in hearing from APA
residents on your ideas or suggestions for
continuing this newsletter and how to best
control costs.
The distribution cost can be controlled through
the volunteer work of block captains, willing to
assume the responsibility of distributing the
newsletter instead of sending them via the postal
service. We are looking into electronic
distribution as another option, so if you have any
comments or suggestions, please feel free to let
us know.

December 5th...our last meeting for 2002.

Holiday Social- APA Members
Our annual Holiday Social for APA Members will
replace our normal monthly meeting. If you have not
joined APA, we will have forms available at the social,
just bring your check or cash ($10.00 per personannual dues),

As has been an APA custom for our annual social,
guests are asked to bring any of the following:
Covered Dish
Dessert(s)
Beverage(s)
such as wine, spirits, beer or soft drinks

So come and join us and mingle with your friends and
neighbors (or meet them for the first time!)

and of course come and share the holiday spirit
with your neighbors.

Hosted by The Di Bagno's
Address 608 Harold St.
Time 6:30pm to 9:00pm

On behalf of APA we would like to
Thank River Cafe for allowing us to
hold our APA meetings there. We
encourage Audubon Place residents to
patronize the Cafe when ever possible
in appreciation of their hospitality.
Thanks River Cafe......

NOTE: We will have for your convenience, as I mentioned, membership forms and you will also have the
opportunity, if interested, to sign the Historic or Deed
restriction forms/petitions, or both.
HPD Crime Stats:
The following statistics reflect activity in Audubon Place and
the surrounding neighborhoods for August 2002. Please report
any suspicious activity to HPD at 713.222.3131.
Along with these stats, the following web site can be another
source for information regarding criminal activity in the area:
http//records.txdps.state.tx.us.
DATE

Also, Special Thanks to Mr. John
Unger for underwriting the newsletter
and assuring that all APA residents
receive a copy. Thanks John.

TIME OFFENSE
8/26/02 2215 Robbery
8/03/02 1600 Robbery
8/10/02 0320 Robbery

BLO CK, S T R E E T
700 Hawthorne
3200 Stanford
3400 Montrose

8/31/02
8/02/02
8/05/02
8/20/02
8/03/02
8/16/02
8/12/02
8/23/02
8/20/02
8/20/02
8/11/02
8/26/02
8/5/02
8/28/02
8/2/02
8/20/02

Aggravated Assault
Burglary
Burglary
Burglary
Burglary
Burglary
Burglary

500 Hawthorne
400 Westmorland
400 Westheimer
500 Hawthorne
700 Marshall
800 Marshall
3500 Montrose

Burglary of a Motor Vehicle
Burglary of a Motor Vehicle
Burglary of a Motor Vehicle
Burglary of a Motor Vehicle
Burglary of a Motor Vehicle
Auto Theft
Auto Theft
Auto Theft
Narcotic Drug Laws

600 Alabama
3400 Montrose
3400 Montrose
3400 Montrose
3700 Audubon Pi.
Courtland PI.
600 Hawthorne
3600 Garrott
800 Lovett

2145
0100
0200
2300
0800
1245
2056
1030
0800
1930
1400
1100
2330
0200
0800
2015

Proposed Preservation Ordinance Amendments
Dear Neighbors,

Mark Ellis was the first and only one
to present his proposal with a matrix
of the others to the Neighborhood
Planning and Quality of Life Council,
chaired by council woman-at-large
Anise Parker. The council voted to
carry this proposal without hearing
the other parties.

It is sad, but true, that the best
intentions can lead to disaster. The
Old Sixth Ward Historic District, in
conjunction with the Houston
Homeowners Association and
Historic Houston, in answer to the
erosion of their Historic
Neighborhood by new town home
builders, propose to severely
strengthen the city's Preservation
Ordinance. This gave councilman
Mark Ellis the opportunity to write a
tendentious editorial in the last
week's Houston Chronicle, that would
favor new development over
preservation. Only the next day did
the Chronicle print a rebuke by
Marcia Perry, president of the First
Ward Civic Council.
•

There are at least four different proposals for amending the Preservation
Ordinance:
• Greater Houston Preservation
Alliance,
• Old Sixth Ward Historic
District/Houston Homeowners
Association/Historic Houston,
• Houston Heights Association by
way of council member Gabriel
Vasquez,
• Houston Archaeological and
Historical Commission,

This essentially killed a two and a
half year effort by GHPA to modify
and strengthen the Preservation
Ordinance in a way that would be
acceptable to the majority of the
inhabitants of the historic districts.
The current Preservation Ordinance
is hanging in the balance, pending a
decision by the Mayor to allow the
full city council to vote on the Mark
Ellis proposal. The most salient
amendment in that proposal is the
ability to opt out of the Preservation
Ordinance, much in the manner of
our deed restrictions. This would
considerably weaken the existing
rules and would make it easier for
developers to come in and build. Lets
hope that we can go back to the
work done so far by the GHPA, and
that the Ellis amendments will not be
passed by the city council.
Peter van Bemmel
Chair, Audubon Place Historic
Committee.

.

• Mark Ellis.
Welcome New APA Members

Doreen Stoller &> Dan Piette -Harold
St. (not exactly new, but we just found
their application - sorry guys!)

Just a friendly reminder: If you
haven't joined or have forgotten to
send in your annual dues ($10.00
per person), we encourage every-

one to become a part of APA and be
involved, or at least bring your ideas
or concerns to our monthly
meetings. Let's not wait for a crisis to
bring neighbors together. It's one
hour a month of your time, a small
contribution towards improving and
maintaining the quality of life in a
community that includes families,
merchants, universities and art

institutions, making our neighborhood a unique and beautiful place
to live. Renewal memberships are
due In January, or at the "Holiday
Social" (see article).

AUDUBON PLACE ASSOCIATION
2615 Waugh Drive, No. 108
Houston Texas 77006

Audubon Place Association
(APA) is a non-profit
corporation organized to
preserve the integrity oj one of
Houston's unique inner city
neighborhoods.
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611 Marshall
Houston,'TX 77006

Meetings are held the first
Thursday of the month at
7:30pm, normally at River
Cafe, 3615 Montrose.
NEXT MEETING:

Thursday, December 5
6:30pm
Holiday Social!
See inside for details

MEMBERSHIP FOR M

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ Date: _______________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ Zip code: ____________
Home Telephone: _______________________________________ Business Telephone:_ ______________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Renewing Member _____ New Member ______ Committee Interests: ______________________________________________
Annual dues: $15 per person/ $25 per couple. Number of persons:___________________ Total dues paid: ___________________
Donation (thanks, from Audubon Place) $__________________

